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PART VII
Farm Marketing and Level of Living

Location for Marketing

San Juan County has a disadvantageous location for agricultural marketing
in the Pacific Northwest region and nationally., Higher transportation costs
imposed by an island position in the northwestern corner of the state and
nation are not prohibitive, but they are a handicap in competition with maine
land agricultural areas producing the same crops and livestock products,
Island producers of such commercial products as eattle, milk, eggs, chickens,
lambs and forest products must absorb extra costs of trucking and ferrying to
processing plants and terminal markets., On the other hand, they are at an
advantage in local marketing in the island area's towns and resorts. The
local market is limited, nevertheless, with only 3,200 permanent residents and
a surmer tourist population which at any one time may not exceed 5,000 persons,
In recent years, the area has had surpluses of dairy products, poultry prode
ucts and livestock and other perishables which must be placed on meinland
marketse ‘ ‘ '

In terms of distance and time the islands are not in a restrictive
location, By means of ferries none of the island farms are more than a hglf-
day from urban centers and terminal markets such as Bellingham, Anacortes,
Mount Vernon, Everett and Seattle, The islands are even nearer Canadian
cities and towns on Vancouver Island, such as Victoria and Sidney, but trade
potential there is limited to some degree by tariff duties which give Van-
couver Island, Canadian farmers an advantage in these markets.

Transportation Facllities

San Juan County agriculture depends entirely on trucks and waterborne
transportation for shipping commercial products to the mainland and between
islands. 4 majority of commercial farmers own trucks and use roads on the
islands and state ferries to reach markets, Key facilities are the scheduled
ferries operated by Washington State Ferries, There is one ferry departure
dally from Anacortes on the mainland which stops at the following island
points: Upright Head (Lopez Island), Shaw Island, Orcas {Orcas Island) and
Friday Harbor (San Juan Island)., One island trip contimues daily to Sidney,
Vancouver Island, British Columbia. On holidays, Fridays and Sundays there is
an extra ferry run daily to take care of tourist traffic., Ferry tolls on
trucks carrying agricultural products are graduated and levied by gross weights
of trucks, Farmer pick-up trucks hauling one ton between Friday Harbor and
Anacortes have a rate of $3.l0 per vehicle including driver., A five ton truck
pays $L.60, A large van truck or trailer of 40,000 pounds or 20 tons is
charged $16.,20. Freight costs by ferry between Friday Harbor and the mainland
as an average exceed $1.00 per ton for btulk cargo. Tolls are not collected by
various rates on varicus commodities or by weight of a cargo, An empty truck
has the same rate as a fully loaded truck.

In addition to the ferries, there is & franchised water frejight service
operated by Puget Sound Freight Lines which runs boats and barges and hauls
bulky cargoes such as gasoline, explosives and construction materials. Thie
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service ie t ports where i%s service is
required, It makes island calls or)deliveries on cargo which has a minimum
weight of 40,000 pounds,
; eloped islands éﬁch aa"'S'an Ju:an,: Lopez, Orecas, Shaw,
Decatur and Waldron each have a road network which connects with ferry ter-
minzls and boat landings. Roads enable farmers to market efficiently and with
. 4 gond fiobility: by truck-and - feiry to outlets in the islands’ or on.the mainland.,
.-»For:the vounty as a>whole there-are 57 -miles of hard-surfaced.roads and 200 -
miles; of gravelled:anddirt roads accessible by trucks. : In the last-twof
-1 i~de¢ades nearly all farm products or farm- supplies shipped or recelved inter=.
island-or to and: from: the mairland: have been by.truck and ferry..:In early
Jeieyears much freight, was by small-intand’ water vessels. requiring costlytranss
¢ ¢ fepring from wagone: to boats:and: again: from boats to-wagons ortrucks before
- thes products: reached: a:processdr or: ultimate consumer. The: eombination-of -~
4ticks. and modern ferries has- given iskand farmerg more mobility:and market
o1 neelestdon ehoice-,"l;.han?they-’lpre‘&ibusly:-héd.:-:_ o e e
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. Census of Agriculture data on the value of farm products sold show.that-
the trend of gross farm income has been downward in recent years. All San Juan
County farmstmarketed -products-frorth’ $6L1,240 in 195N compared with $721,470
2mo 0ol Tobal Value of Farm P?‘Qduatg Sold in195Ls - $'6h1},_2ho' Ao R
i Lol el
o "\ forhe Gropelind
I A0 <lAvestaook - 2e5%
M ‘ -‘. p . ‘ ) A s\"' . 1;: :
f:;i,;_. “ § gg&, v o R
AR STy S ". ‘:Eg$’
i 3 - e --a".-'i E : *.
Bear L : P -'—A;g',g'\ v
. . - ".' . -




. Crop and Tivestock Reporting Service Bulletin . 3

in 1949. Anmual returns to farmers for cattle, poultry products; steep, dairy
products and other minor products decreased 11 percent since 19h9. This de~ -
¢line in marketing was mainly in reduced gross returns for dairy products,
forest products and grein crops. There was a gain in sales of livestock,

poultry products and fruit.
Cattle and eggs are the lea two commodities sold f“o 1 farms, Income
-

din 88 i
from sales of farm products was divided up among 127 commercial fa*ms in 195k.
Slightly over one-third of all rural places defined as farms by the Census was
clagsified =8 commereial operations selling $250 or more worth of products

oy 1 vt %y e - On
during the year, Noncormercial farms numbered 200 and included 110 residential

farms and 90 part~time farms where few or no sgricultural products were sold.
Low zad medivm income farms are characteristic of San Juan County agriculture.
Mosh uumerous commercial farms are Class IV units selling $2,500 to $5,000

xawl? £ o~ A 3 5 v
worth of products per y=ar, There wore only six high income farms in Class I

that oxceeded sales of $25,000 or more,

P

Marketing Eggs ard Poultry

Pdultry and eggs are second to live animals in cammercial importance,
Fresh eggs were the second leading dollar earner in the Census year of 1954

and accounted for over 1L percent of all farm income. Eggs were sold by over
60 farms and anmounted to 232,590 Anuen valued at ﬂoﬂ 800, Eggs are shirmpd to
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egg hanxg planqs at Mount Vernon and Seattle for sta:bewide dlstm.oution.
Much of the egg production is so0ld locally at roadside and to retailers in

datme and Yyacarntae nartdenlariv. -‘in the summer season.-

VUWIIO Qi 4 TWd Uwr g PPl Vdviacre dof WaALve SUWRIVEIS

Live poulﬁi*y and broilers were sold by about hO farms in 1954 for total
returns of $62,500, Iive chickens were the fifth mest valuable commercial
farm product, Most of this volume was- 67, ;000 broilers sold from five farms
valued at $54,500, A few chickens were slaughtered locally for local markets
but broilers were shipped alive for processing and merkebing by the Western
Farmers Association plants in Mount Vernon and Seattle, Turkeys were sold in
minor vn]mrps by 12 farms, .

Marketing .Ds::.rv Products - Milk, Cream

In 195 c_lgl ry products were thm third most valuable commercial farm
product, Most comercial dairymen were patrons of San Juan County Dairymen's
Association which operates a plant at Friday Harbor. Factory and Grade A
milk are ghipped to this plant for bottling and processing into ice cream,
butter and cheese and thence distributed over the islands, In addition, there
is some whole milk vended from East Sound on Orcas Islend, In 1954 milk and
cream production was barely sufficient to supply the demand in tha 151ands

and some mainland dairy products and milk were sh:.pped in.

" Marketing Live Amimals - Cattle, Sheep, Hogs

Livestock sold for alaughter, i‘eeders and breeding stock 1s the leading
source of farm income, Total cattle, sheep and hog sales in 195L were over
$294,000 made by over 200 farms. Live cattle are the leading commercial farm
product sold. In the last Census year about 120 farms sold 1,132 head of live
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gk qa%la vatued.at $137,0k0 and 160-801d-823 head ofi-cslves valued at; 3&0*,550.
~sh Sheep and-lambs ‘are -the third ‘mogtimportant «dollar earner. ‘In l95h, 15630
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Anwalue in.all farm sales, there being 1,880 -head sold of:l’ 50 farms fvor a
gross veturn of $52,040, : i

eyt O PR, AL I TV, I SR T, o ammam el FamasnInt a vk d i A PR ead el
CRGEL »- aa.v:wg & surp p.[,uB O.L ‘Bajanit uaves an., & TONSLasav.s por v.l..uu Va3 QAkLDLIG

: or feeder beef cattiléy .dairy culls, vealers, lambs and hogs are trucked fram
- the 'islancs to auction and packing houseryards on‘'the mainland, Some are sold
;r-;at community auction yards 2t Burlington and Sedro Woolley and -to ‘four state~
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,* - Juan County's livestock sold .are slaughtered-at two state=inspected custon
e slaughtar p]ants in San Juan, County, most : oft thn.s be:mg on- San Jua.n Island.
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San Juan :County, 1954

Class of Livestock Quantity . ~|Amount.Received
e - . Products Sold el Harketad By Farmers
. Dairy Preducts ... . . .1 - B .
- Whole MmillKmemmmammn dm gt | 950,‘?20 1bs, P 39,EL3 -

BUbterfatimm e oo dnmmizemns | 625125 Tbse | o 33,305

- Pm:.]:b:cy gmd Doultrg products N

15 ET i ChiCKeNBmemnnemesamt 7,,6,-21;7. virds | & 62,1;957 eo
Reoos e i b 239 2on daoan- |- 03 8rft. - .
~Ehw GIC IV MWULTRL L SN ;
_Turkeys, ducks, BEEECmmm= L6l .
Aatar = 7 0 Dl ~ Total all poultry & prodnubs: TR I '3295_5339 :
Animals s01d alive i) R B
SR -Gattle i ———— i Lt .;.,132 head |- $137 a3
Lo '-‘- CalVesmiomoncomimmniomdmn | 823 head | - h0,5‘§3
P Hogs and-plgemmwmmamniae 2.,8?9 head - 52,042
Tt . Sheep and lambgeieieseise | l631 hHead - | ‘6h,366;-
- Horses and mﬁl@au-‘-“n—- H ﬂ head L h&s o
Tobal all animals sold a.l:we , | $LEe5
Otter livestock and livestock. = el .~ "t ~ i
produc‘ts sold-«----_-;\-;_--,7--:‘?;;-7,-??:7-_--,-1--~ 1§ 22,312 .
L Total ‘amount received for livestock! S
" and ‘.‘Livestock products e $5L7,772
TENT T e e __-S,,a.ce'z '?J;'{S;! Cem”.é;“Agﬁcul.nu.e
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Harketim" Grops~ Oats, Barl_eg, Wheat, Hay, Fru:_t

Gash erops are of minor imnortance :m San Juan County agrimlltural nare
keting. In 195k total cash crdp. salesiwere.$55,205. and amounted: to less: than
ki percent of all farm product sales. Crop production 1s nearly all for live- - e
i+ sbock feed and:erop' value is'realived inthe Bales:of livestutk and. poultry,. -
< "Much- of [fxuit and vegetable produstion. is: ‘also consumed -on the farm and-its
’ ;alue 3g° realized in form of d“ebr”ea"sed e:qaenses for “food by island fa.rm , i
MiSSQ e
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Oats combined for grain was the most valuable cormercial crop grown in
1954, Of a production of 38,900 bushels of oats harvested, about 15,400

bnchales tranas mik an dhe Tanad mavbat hadnoines 4n aalag af soan £17 000 Nata
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were bought by local livestock and dairymen. Barley ahd wheat were important
cagh grain crops, Barley production was 25,700 btushels, with 9,850 bushels
of surplus for sale. Most of this was sold within the islands for a total.

return of $1h, 00f, YWheat nradusers sald 2.000 ashels on the 1 local market for
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ret.urns of about $h,000,

Hay was a minor cash crop on a few farms producing small surpluses of

clover and timothy, grain hsy and-alfalfa;’ Teading loczl hay gales were in
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oat hay which exceeded a volume of 250 tons. All hay s0ld amounted to over
270 tons with a local market value of $6,000,

qg'!nn of berries and fruit were made lecaliy to retailers, 'ﬂ..m"clnarn and
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- _tourists,. Total sales approximated $11,9L0, Most important in this category
were strawberries and apples put on local fresh markets or sold directly off

farms. The last Census indicates that commercial sales of fresh and processing
vegetables and speciality vproducts such as flowers, plants and nneds wera relae
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tively minor, be:mg less than $600, A _
Table 25,~ Crops Marketed From San Juan County Famms, 195h

Amount Received Percent Al

Type of Crop Sold : . By Farmers .
' (Dollars) Crope Sold
Field Crops (cats, barley, wheat, hay) - $he,606 7.2

© Fruits, Nuts and Berries (apples,
pears, cherries, strawberries and | '
other ‘berries) ' 11,939 . 21,6
Horticultural Specialties (flower and .
vegetable geeds, plants, oulbs, N B
etCQ) . L 500 A S ,09

Vegetables (sweet corn, green peas, : )
. snap beans, cabbage, etc.) 160 3
. Total amount received by - ey o T '
' farmers for cash crops " $85,205 - © 10040 ..
. Source:. U, S, Census, Agriculture ' '

Msrketing Forest Products

In the last 20 vnnrﬂ, forest products from farmer-sirned woodlands have

become an imporbant part of San Juan County's farming ¢conomy. Here, as

throughout the Douglas fir forest belt of western Washington, the farm forest

erop of sawlogs, pulpwood, fuelwood, poles, fence posts, Christmas trees and
greenery has gained in value, Marketed products in 195h weie estimateéd at -
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338 265 from 26 farms. Main items sold are sawlogs, pulpwood and piling which
are mainly rafted or trucked to numercus large mills on Puget Sound and the
Straits of Juan de.Fuea and to small local mills., Fuelwood and poles also
find good local markets in towns, resorts and camping areas. Former fuelwood -
markets at lime kilns and at steamboat landings, however, have almost dis-
appeared, In recent years small mills located at Friday Harbor, Deer Harbor
and QOlga have bought appreciable volumes of timber from farmers.
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FirerDd and f;;elweed cu‘i‘. T - zerp 08 13562 "901‘*33 Sirdie
Fence posts cut et |2l 035993 088 Ly
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expenditures fn- 195h spént§794,267
1sed “in crop ‘and’ liveustock pro’c‘mc-o
| ;f%g on, " Ch ef famlng SXpeﬁse ‘Was fof' “1abér, ~There were 137, ‘farms.using hired
"o 5008 on- Livestock, dairy, poultdy 4nd‘ghneral’ farmg and theif labor casﬁs
averaged $753 per farm, Feed for livestock and péuitry was the’ ‘sécond "Largest
expense. i Feed, much of it milled,and prepared feeds b:;ough'b in from the maine
‘land was beight by 231 farms' thaﬁ averaged $Li02 each’and spent & total of
_,_-$93,9@&._ =Ovér-120. farms-spent; -e=totalof-$43,000.for -nachine -kire-and.-gustom
- faym work.such &s: “plowingy’ seeding, grain combining and. hsy. harvesting, Gaso=
... 14ne, and petroleum-products for trucks anditractors amountéd to over $L0,000.
Oompared’ with: 1949 costs.for labor, feed, petroleum products, machinery and
fertn.l:i.zer were grea;ber ber:ause‘ of .advances in. farm wage., rates, a.nd pz;ices of
supplies, :Servicing and supplying Sah” Juan Lountyis®327 farms’ 'is an’ fmportant
baaisg. of local business in FridayrHarbor,,,ﬁopez andEast Sound, \;,Sgome of this
businegs -is also done by!suppli,ers in Anacortes and Mount Vernen,

_ Table 27.- specified Farnm ;Expenditﬁres An lﬁEﬁ,.San Juazkzcénnty

— G i e . o S
‘ Type ai‘ j 'NmerQToff'Faﬁgse ‘Efcpenditure oi - Average
r.... Expendifore i| Reporting<® i ; Pe:; Farm
Mach&ne BiTerisesaveersnocesse 127 $ 213';122 &53’9:50
Hlmd.iabor-oqwc.c » 8.8 8 e 0.000 000 :-:...-....‘.-13]— o e 103’150 - »753&QQ
Feed for livestock:andipoultry=ra: 8315 .U - pus s 93,205 102,50
Gasoline, petroleum fuel & oil 92 40,030 ' | 208,50
Commercial fertilizeresecsssse 1 ks ~12, 935 | -4374001
- Lime and liming materials..... 5 . F - T.
e oAl product:zon 998bB. s g Pask s oo o} $292,287 2

T

: '.;?‘_ Sources U. S Gensuse,ukamculture

”

¢ A 2ot JLoeslan K0 _._.'_:“-_s,"":
. ngricultural Income Co:rma:ced t«o Other_ IneemenSourees
ot g Bordh R PR L Lor. <._..._’_ ool PR——
o T Sidnomn Voo .» e f 2 fmatl g

. ...., v

-:0h-tha basis of inceme £rem farmpmperty and fwages earned, agnm.llture
v!ms a*mzino:: position’ ¥n the ecotiomylof.San Juan Sounty, . More:income and wages

ntgve jderived from nonagiicultorals employmenﬁ ssuchias manufacturing ,«gotrermnent
- «.aiployment, transportation:and:tride:occupabions.: A:study.published-in:195k
»had. shown that income derzvei fso:ﬁ net prnf:;bs m agmcultura is.relatively
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small in San Juan County, All county income was estimated to total $3,124,000
in 1952 bub agricvlture returned a not of only $212,000, according to & Wash-

"lna'!‘nn State (‘n'nl‘;:fn Ri'*'lr:hr In tan na‘l‘ncr«wz ag of inenme sources from wares,
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property and investments, agrlcultu ‘e accombed for slightly less than 7 pore
cert and ranked seventh, Wages and profits from manufacturing ia fish canning,
Laher mill employment and other industrisl jobs in which :islandors work withe'

in ';n-’l onteide the iglands 48 the mein sourca of ineome. Gowernoont smplova-
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ment Is second, this including persons on federal, state and county payrolils
and algo schools, Government activiiies such as the Coast Guard and Customs

of the federal government and state agencies such as the University of Washe~
ington, Washington State Ferries and State Parks and Forestry Diwisions have
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. imporhant payrolls in San Juan County,
Table 28,~ Types and Sources of Income 19501952, San Juan County 2./

Type and Source|  Income In Dollars By Years Percentage of County
of Income e - Income by Yeavs
1950 165% 1052 1950 i9=1 1952
Agriculture $ 211,000 |$ 132,000 |$ 212,000| 8,1 L.9 6.8
Construction 34,000 57,000 76,0001 1,3 2,1 2,4
Government 391,000 587,000 6h2 000 | 15,0 21,8 20,6
Mamufazturing 543,000 549,000 6953000 20,8 20,1 22,2
Service 189,000 168,000 175,000 | 7.2 6.3 5.6
Transportation, -
Communication . .
and Utilities 153,000 | . 203,000 293,000 5,8 7.5 9.4
Trade 328,000 354,000 345,000 | 12,6 13.2 11,0
© Miscellanecus 63,000 59,000 58,000 244 2.2 1,9
Property Income 238,000 251,000 268,000 { 9,1 9.3 8,6
Other Inceme ho}.,OOO 330,000 | __ 360.000 | _17.7 _12.3 _11.5
Total $2,611,,000 ;352,.)90,,000 $3,12',000 [ 100.0 100,0 100.0

1/ John A, Guthrie and Stanley E. Boyle, County Income Payments in Wash%g;t_on,
1950-1952, Pullman, Wash. Washington State College, bulletin No, 2

level of Living on San Juan County Farms

San Juan'County farm families were above the national average and equal
to the gtate average in levels or standards of living in 1950, Average farm
family net income was $2,3L0 compared with a state average of $2,360, In San
Juan County rural electrical service reached 96 percent of all farm places
and is above national and state averages. Use of electrical household appli-
ances, however, is below state average, Use of telephones includes 85 percent
of all farm families and is above the general farm home level of the nation
and state. Housing is below averages of the state in mumbers of rooms per
person and in use of central heating. A considerable number of emall summer

uumc:s are ULIJ.J wou.p.l.eu Beatsoua.l..z.y oxr DDLH.b.LOﬂaJ--L.Y‘ I‘EJ.IIIBI' CWIIersiilp 0x

automoblles and trucks is equal to the state average,

On the whole, farm people such as those in San Juan County have not
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dollars received for labor or goods sold average lower than urban incomes,.
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Oity peopl'e "al a0 have Yesadily ‘available rors ‘cenveniences, ' Bacause of 180~
1ation and wid"ely sca'btered lor-a*t:loﬁs of ‘homes 1t is more difficult for

~farmers to get m.em.nca.: .y ‘telephéhis,  sewer, running water and even highuay

aervice. These are often too costly for private utility companies and-
government to prcm.de for all rural régidents, In numsrous vases, lncomps
“in sote Teglons are too low for: farmers to put in thelr own owctnyal, wptep

and other sorvice coﬁeniences 'mu.cn peeple 11 ing in compact ¢ity neighberr

hoods take for granted. E

S

L:Lving o San Juan County Farm -
‘State and Nat . Aver:

Table 29,- Indices of I.ev ‘B{of at
Famllies’ 1950 C ‘I‘ph A LD e .nu

-~
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Pencentage of total farm families with 1isted
Indmc Items infiex dbams:
s T = o 'United~3’oatas Washingion | San Juan County
Farm Farrily Tevel of Lmng 122 15k R L4 T
~---Median Tncome per Fandly - $1,~567 352, 380... 392:3140
m‘_‘n@?ric{-}v S e B ?8,-;3% : 1-5% 95 cg%w
“Electiie Hot Water Heater C1T.h 19,1 134
. Bleguric Washing Machine 58.7 85,4 88,1 .
" Hoima Freezers . -~ . 1241 1,5 22,4
* Mech, :Refrigerators ur 62,7 Tl v L 6548
“Teolephorie - 38,2 T, 5745 - 8556°
Hot and Cold Watér Flumbing L 23,8 0.4 . R 2% B
Central Heating ' 18.1 17.8 79 -
- Houses'#dtn More thanOne : | ™ .77 2N L e
Peraon per Hoerd .~ cp o ome2.3 5. o9
Autonomles UL 6350 | 77.6 RTET TR & PN
~.Travel O Miles or More o e e Lo BT PR S
%o, Trading Center . A ,'21‘_.}5 o R R Y

Souxcaa' “Walter Lo Slof‘um and (aarcl Ly St-one Ths Farm Peopl, o of ‘Wash~
e *ngon at gv;_g-Centurv Shate cu.lege ‘of Waah:.ngton, B‘ﬁletin
Y5 Febman 19 Pul'i.man, tiazhington, ‘

e . -
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Livestock, poultry and dairy farmé in the agricu.ltura*l lands ‘of“the San
Juan Islands contrifmte to the.doesl and, state sconcmy. . While minor- in the

- Uu.ui.tu county” Gccumu,y, g agrlc'u"‘ t‘u’u!'% 1“ a!'. imper‘tant g;nhle.m;m_tarv Ocmnaﬁon

for families emplo;)red in. other. :.ndustr;:.ee or trades or 1iv1ng on. re‘birement
;;~incomes. Agricultuie contributes 1o the economic seli'-sufficiency of the

- islands yhere othemse more: food would hdve to be imported at increased

-So8t8,, -Many farms in this seanic reg:‘.cn.havn a tradition of over 100 yesrs

Y and stand as monmnents to- early and recent. pioneers who chose to follow an-
agmcultural way of life in the San Juan Islanda. o
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